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unſettle the Weak, nor tempt the Proud and 
Licentious to a profeſſed negle&t of all Relt- 
gion, than the many cauſleſs Diviſions which 
< ſometimes happen in the Church. And he isno live- 
ly Member of that Myſtical Body of Chriſt, that is not 
{nſibly affefted with the Fatal Conſequences of theſe 

tlings ; and does not endeavour , what he Lawfully 
Fay, to do ſomething towards the healing of thoſe 
Younds which have been made by the extreme Scrupu- 
ty of ſome ; and are till kept Bleeding by the Sub- 
uty and cunning Artifice of others. For it 1s manifeſt 
ugh, and cannot now be denied, that the _— 
ave always attempted to pull down the Church of 
Emlard by pretended Proteſtant hands; and have made 
uſe of the facility of our Diſſenting Brethren to bring 
ut their own Deſigns. I with the eminent Danger 
we 


Tn is nothing that does more ſcandalize and 
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we have been brought into, would prevail with them x 
lait tro forbear to Batter and Undermine us, as 
have done ; when they cannot but ſee that the Cop. 
mon Enemy is waiting all Opportunities, and ſtang 
ready to enter at thoſe Breaches which they are maki 
They might condemn the raſhneſs of their own Couy, 
fels, and lament it, it may be, when 1t would be to 
late, if they ſhould ſee Popery erected upon the ruing 
of that Church which they themſelves had overthroyy 
We know how reſtleſs and induſtrious the 1:-mifþ F 
Ction has always been; and the only viſible Securiy 
we have againſt the prevailing of it, lies in the fn 
Z/ninm of the whole Proteſtant Profeſſion ; and there 


nothing wherein there is the leaſt probability that will 


can ever be all 7zited, unleis it be the Church 0: Fu 
land as it ſtands by Law eftabli"ed}, agrccat le to t 


Rules of the holy Goſpel, conſonant to r.:e Dodrinlff,, 


and Practice of the Primitive Chriſtians ; and. not gy 


Allowed , but highly Honoured by all the !?: "hw 


Churches in the World. Here isa Point fixc4 i: high, 


we all may Center ; whereas they thar dific» trom1 


are not. yet, and, it may be, never - will be perte%l, 


agreed upon their own New Models of Diſcipline a 


Government ; neither can they find one” Precept off 


Example in _— or Antiquity, for the' Conflituti 
any Church without an Fpiſcopa! Power preſiding on 


it. And if any Party amongſt them could have thilf 


Form of Church Governrient confirmed by Law, whig 
they eſteem the moſt Apoſtolical ; it is manifeſt ft 
reaſon and experience, that it would be preſently ( 
poſed by all the reſt, with no leſs Violence than « 


is; and inſtead of putting an end to our Diviſion 


would moſt certainly increaſe them. Therefore tho 
they have all ſtill impoſed their ſeveral Forms , wi 


the greateſt Rigor, wherever they have had the Powe 
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orbut the Hopes of it in_ their hands ; yet that-all Sorts 
tÞ of Dilſenters may be drawn into the Confederacy for 
& the preſent, we hear now of nothing ſo much as zhe 
0- Bl Mychief of Zmpo/itions, and the Natural Right , and 
Advantages of Toleration. Which is the very 
0; thing which the Kom/b Emiſlaries have always aimed 
u-B:t. and ſeems to be one of the ſubtileſt parts of the Po- 
wo Plot : As might be made'but by divers undeniable 
ooBguments ; and appears ſufficiently from many of the 
Wolters, Trials, and Narratives that have been lately 
huwblihed : And it can be no wonder that they ſhould 
We their Cordial Atliſtance to ſuch a Deſign, which if 
ial hould ever pals into an A&, would reward their 
© viilgence with a cheap and eafte Vicrory. For thzy 
 Wlltuy plainly foreſee, that it would te fo tar from 2/11- 
Fyſio us, that it would undoubtedly Lreak us in pieces by 
aw. Now if 240n be always neceſſary, upon the 
'ummon Obligations of Chriſtianity, it will be much 
Wor: fo in th» preſent Conjuncture ; conſidering the 
TErength and incouragements that may be given to the 
WE # Cauſe, by the continuance of our Ditlenſions : 
= if there be tar greater hopes that we may at length, 

W the bleſſing of God, be ſooner 7nited 1n the way of 
* Wie Church of Eug/ard, than in any other ; then it muſt 
Pf Weeds be the greateſt Service that can be done to the 
fart Intereſt, if we could all be perſwaded to join 
> "Wertily in the Communion of that Church, that has hi- 
© UWerto been, and till is fo great a Defence againſt the 
""rors an] Superſtitions of Kome. | 
"Yi would be an unpardonable Vanity to imagine that 
&e ſhort Papers ſhould be able to effet, what ſo many 
| Faned and- Solid Treatiſes-have-not yet done... But I 
Wore this licle Eday only to thoſe that have not time 
hoy peruſe a larger Volume. - I have been incouraged to 
YG. $ Undertaking by the Nngbint of thoſe here in Lox- 
2 


don, 
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dey, that have ſeemed formerly to diſſent from us, why 
have lately joined witl1 us, not _ 1n Prayer, but in 
the holy Communion of the bleſſed Body and Blood 
Chriſt. And I hope that many more may te invited 
and difpoſed by their good Example, to receive the ſame 
Satisfaction that they have found. Theſe that are 4. 
ready come in will not ue in need of any farthe 
Perſwaſion, but only tfat they would continue Car. 
ſtant in that Communion they have now embrace! 
For if they ſhould leave us again, and return to thei 
Separate Aſſemblies, they would feem by this to cx 
demn themſelves. For if it were Lawful for them y 
Communicate with us once, it muſt be Lawful for then 
to do ſo ſtill ; and they will not refuſe to ſubmit to At 
thority in all things that may Lawfully be done. I ca 
not therefore ſee how they can avoid being ſelt-conden 
ned, it they ſhould forſake our Communion ; for i 
they judge it Unlawful, they ſinned Wiltully when the 
entered into it ; if they think it Lawful, they woul 
then Sin in withdrawing from it ; ſince it 1s injoint 
by that Power which they confeſs they are bound t 
obey in Lawful things. If they ſhould ſay that t! 

once thought it Unlawful, after that they judged it 
be Lawful, and now conceive it Unlawful again : Ti 
ſtrange unſteadineſs in Opinion would look a great d: 
more like Humour than Judgment. And it might « 
cafion vehement Suſpicions in ſome, not otherwiſe we 

Cenſorious, that this Uncertainty RR. not fr 
Conſcience, but Deſign ; and that all their Complun 
was only to ſerve a preſent turn ; to decline an Ec 
fiaſtical Cenfure, to keep a beneficial Place, or to! 
qualified for an Office in ſome great Corporation. Ti 

men might be apt enough to ſuſpect ; but I am will 

to believe any thing rather, than that they that 
always made ſhew of fo great a Tenderneſs, ſhould 


Ti! 
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guilty of ſo much Hypocriſie and Prophaneſs together, 
as to dare evento approach to the Lord's Table, (under 

t diſſatisfaction of mind, it may be ) meerly to ad- 
yance ſome Secular end. But I hope their Behaviour 
for the future , will ſufficiently ctear them from. ſuch 
an imputation. 

[ ſhall therefore apply my ſelf only to thoſe that do 
ſtill forbear our Communion ; and offer ſomething very 
briefly, which I conceive may be uſeful for the atisfy- 
ing their moſt known and ordinary Doubts ; that as we 
do all profeſs the ſame Faith, we may all agree in the 
fame way of Diſcipline, and Worſhip; and all become 

ceable and orderly Members of the fame Church. 
And for the obtaining this moſt Excellent end, Firſt, F 
ſhall deſire them impartially to conſider of ſome things 
that may incline them to be Peaceably minded, and 
tend to the removing of the general Prejudices they 
have unhappily conceived againſt the Church of Eug- 
land : Then I ſhall endeavour to give what ſatisfation 
Ican to the chief 04jefzons againſt us, which they are 
wont to urge in Defence of the preſent Separation. 
And laſtly, I ſhall exhort them to a brotherly 7/ios, 
upon ſuch Motives and Arguments as the Goſpel ſug- 
geſts, and make for the Credit and Safety of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion. 

The things that I would commend to their ſerious 
Conſideration, which may ſerve to diſpoſe them to 
Peace, and to remove the Prejudices they have taken 
up, are ſuch as theſe. In the firſt place, they ſhould be - 
very careful that'it be not any /ini/ter end, or corrupt 
Paſſion, that did either engage them in the Separation 
at the beginning,or provokes them now to continue in it. 
I do not mention this becauſe I know any one of our 
Diſſenting Brethren to be guilty of it ; but becauſe it 


muſt be confeſſed that mens minds are too often in- 
fluenced 
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fluenced by their carnal 7ntereſts and Afﬀetions. Theſe 
will be always mixing themſelves in all their Conſulta. 
' tions ; theſe do commonly blind and pervert their 
Judgments, and lead them into ten thouſand Errourg, 
Theſe are the occaſion that Fancy ſometimes patles for 
Conſcience ; that Melancholy Fumes are admired for 
Divine Inſpirations ; and that the overflowing of our 
Gall is looked upon as pure Zeal. Theſe and the like 
are very dangerous and uſual Miſtakes , that do fre. 
quently proceed from the prevalency of our Paſſions, 
It therefore we do divide from a Church, it will moſt 
highly concern us to be very Cautious, that we be not 
acted by any ſuch Principle. For if we hope to Gain, 
and grow Rich by our Departure ; if we are Aſhamed, 
or Scorn to retract the Opinions we have once Profel- 
ſed ; if we imzgine we have more Light than the firſt 
Reformers, when indeed we are very Ignorant ; if we 
cannot endure to be Oppoled in. any thing ; if we Mur- 
mur and Repine at our Governours, when they require 
our Obedience where we are unwilling to pay it ; theſe 
are ſigns that our Afedtions are turbulent and un- 
ruly ; and while weare thus diſpoſed, we can never be 
aſlured but rhat ovetouſneſs, Pride, and Impatience, 
might be the greateſt Motives that induced us to make 
a Separation, and the ſtrongeſt Arguments that we have 
to maintain it. But I cannor charge our Diſſenting Bre- 
thren with theſe things; I believe that many of them 
may be Upright and Sincere in their Intentions. But 
becauſe they are all in the ſame eſtate of Degeneracy 
and Corruption which others are, I would intreat them 
to bevery carctul that they be never led away by theſe, 
or the like temptations ; but that they. would always 
labour to preſerve thoſe holy. Diſpoſitions of Integrity, 
Meekneſs, Humility and Condeſcenfion, which are the 
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beſt Preparatives to the receiving of the Truth in the 
Love of it. 

After they have thus freed their minds from all irrc- 
ular Paſſions and Deſigns, 1t would conduce excceding- 
ly to the PEACE of the Church, if they would be ſure 
toexpreſs their greateſt Care and Concern in the more 
Weighty and Su#/tantial things of Religion. This would 
prevent many of the Quarrels that do often ariſe in 
matters but of ſmall Importance. If real Holineſs and 
Piety be the thing that weaimat, then when we may 
be ſecured of this, we {hould not be ſo very forward to 
enter upon fierce and endleſs Diſputes, about the external 
Modes and Circumſtances of Worthip. If I may ſerve 
God there in Spirit and in Truth, why ſhould a Gown, 
or a Cloak, or a Surplice fright me from the Church, 
when either of theſe 1s injoined by my Superiours? If I 
may be inſtru{}ed in the way of Salvation and eternal 
Happineſs, why ſhould 1 forlake the Publick Aſſemblies, 
becauſe I am not al/owed to join my felt to what Con- 
oregation I pleaſe ; and had not an immediate hand in 
the choice of my Paſtor ? When our hearts are bent + 
upon the great things of Religion, we ſhall ſee but little 
Reaſon to be Contentious about matters of leſſer Con- 
{quence} a few indifferent Rites will fcarce be able to 
tempt us to break of Communion with that Church, 
with which we are at perte&t Agreement in all Funda- 
mental and Necetlary points. 

The next thing that may tend to the promoting our 
Pnion is the Conſideration of the heinous Nature and 
Guilt of Schiſm ; which is nothing elſe but the Separa- 
ting our ſelves from a True Church without any juſt 
Occaſion given. The want of due apprehenfions of 
the wo 19 of this, feems to be the main Cauſe of 
our preſent Diviſions. Men are not generally ſufficient- 
ly ſenſible how much they do Oppoſe that Spirit of 


Peace, 


John 17. 20, 
v4 


Eph. 4- 3, 4+ 
5, 6. 


Phil. 2. 1, 2- 


. hardening of men in Atheiſm and Infidelity, and ma- 
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Peace, and brotherly Love, which ſhould diffuſe it {elf 
through the whole Body of Chriſtian People, when 
they ſuppoſe every ſlender Pretence enough to juſtifie 
their departing from us, and ſetting up a Church a. 
gainſt a Church. They think it a matter almoſt Indif. 
terent, and that they are left to their own Choice to join 
with what Socicty of Chriſtians they pleaſe themſelves, 
Which giddy Principle, ifit ſhould prevail, would certain. 
ly throw us into an abſolute Confuſion,and introduce all 
the Errours and Miſchiefs that can be imagined. But 
our bleſſed Lord founded but One Univerial Church; 
and when he was ready to be Crucified for us, and 
Prayed not for the Apeſtles alone, but for them alſo that 
ſhould believe in him through their word ; one of the laſt 
Petitions which he then put up, amongſt divers others 
to the ſame purpoſe, was, That they all may be one, « 
thou Father art in me, and I in thee ; that they alſo may 
be one in us , that the World may believe that thou haſt 
ſent me. This it is plain was to be a viſible 7»:ty that 
might be taken notice of in the World, and ſo become 
an inducement to move men to the embracing of the 
Chriſtian Faith. Therefore as we would avoid the 
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king the Prayer of our dying Saviour, as much as in 
us lies, wholly ineffeftual ; we ſhould be exceeding 
Cautious that we do not wilfully Divide his holy Ca- 
tholick Church. We are often warned of this ; and 
how many Arguments does St. Paul heap together to 
perſwade us to keep the Znity of the Spirit in the bond 
of Peace 2 One Body, and one Spirit, even as you are cal 
led in one hope of your Calling, one Lord, one Faith, one 
Baptiſm, one God and Father of alſ. And how pathets 
cally does the ſame Apoſtle exhort us again to the ſame 
thing, by all the mutual endearments that Chriſtiani 
f 


affords ; If there be therefore any Conſolation in C 


(9) 
«my Comfort of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit , + 
fo rn Mercies ; fulfil ye my "4 fo - be FA 
muded, having the ſame love, being of one accord, of one 
wad. Theſe vehement Exhortations to Peace and Con- 
ord, do ſtriftly oblige us to hold Communion with 
that Church which requires nothing that is Unlawful 
ous. The Church of Rome will not admit us, unleſs” 
ve profeſs a belief of Tranſubſtantiation, and Purga- 
try, and a certain kind of Infallibility, no body knows 
where; unleſs we will worſhip the Hoſt, and Saints, 
ud Images, and do many other things dire&tly repug- 
ant to the Word of God : We cannot therefore Com- 
maicate with her , unleſs we ſhould partake of her 
mls and ſuperſtitious Errours. But the Church of 
Emland does not exact any thing from us that God has 
rbidden ; therefore we may Communicate with her 
nthout Sin ; and if we may, it muſt be a Sin. in us if 
edonot doit. Certain it is that every cauſlels Sepa- 
ation is a very great one ; ſo great, that ſome of the 
tients have thought it 1s not to be expiated by the 
Blood of Martyrdom ; and I know no Cauſe ſufficient 
odefend our leaving a Communion, but a neceſſity of 
king involved in $7, if we ſhould remain in it. Now 
nce it muſt be confeſſed that Schiſm is a very grievous 
Im; we had need be well aſſured that we have juſt oc- 
aſlon for it, before we withdraw from the Commu- 
on of a Church ; and if we have raſhly withdrawn, 
are bound to return without delay. | 
Then we may conſider farther that all Chriſtians are 
Piged to endeavour, as much as they can, to avoid all 
ferences of Opinion that may occaſion Quarrels and 
Mitel $' among them. This will appear from that 
lonate Intreaty and Admonition which the holy A- 
Me gave the Corinthians, when they were in danger 
i0g rent into ſeveral Factions, upon miſunderſtand- 
, C ' ings 
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1 Cor, 7.10, ings and emulations not much unlike unto ours. Na” 
1 teſeech you, Brethren , by the Name of our Lord Jely- 
Chriſt, that ye all ſpeak the ſame thing, and that there hf" 
no Diviſions among you ; but that ye be perfettly joyued tel; 
gether in the ſame mind, and in the ſame judgment. yg ' 
an Univerſal agreement and harmony in the Church iff 
very deſirable, and every one is bound to promote if”; 
And the firſt ſtep that can be made towards this hap w 
Concord in Opinion and Afettions, 1s to diſpoſe our nug ' 
to a calm and zeachable Temper ; to bg always ready. 
acknowledg the force of an Argument, though it au! 
tradift our former Perſwaſions never ſo much ;-ta} 
grieved at the Animoſities, and uncharitable Conts 
tions, which a diverſity of Judgment isWont to py 

Rom. 14.19. duce; to follow after the things which make for Peat; 
to be deſirous to ſee an end of theſe unchriſtian Dh 
ſions, and glad of every Opportunity that may bn 
us nearer to one another, and think we have gained, 
glorious Victory, when we have overcome any 1 
{take that kept us at a diſtance from our Brethren. Twi 
is a generous and truly Chriſtian diſpoſition, and tly 
which has an immediate tendency towards the recoog 
ling all manner of Differences. On the other ſide, tix 
can be little hopes that men ſhould ever agree, wig; 
they ſeem reſolved to maintain the point in Cont 
verſie, whatever it is ; when they do not ſtydy to 
Satisfied, but to cheriſh their Scruples ; and huntab 
for New ones, when their old ObjeCtions are fully 
ſwered. This is a moſt perverſe and untraftable Hig; 
mour, which takes away all poſſibility of a good 4 
cord. For while either of the Diſſenting Parties is tl 
unwilling to be Convinced, and ſearches after Ex. 
tions, there will never be wanting ſome Cavil or ole 
that muſt be ſure to ſerve them to perpetuate the 
pute. But 'tis a ſhrewd Sign we eſteem our Cauſeu 


if 4 
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"_ than Deſperate, when, after the Weapons we be- 
Win the Fight with are wreſted from us, we ſnatch u 
ything. that comes next to hand to throw at our Ad- 
eLiary. This Obſtinacy does not well become us : In 
ME! our Debates our aim ſhould be to find out the truth, 
ay not to triumph over our Antagoniſt. All ſober 
titans, eſpecially where the Peace of the Church is 
Fkaerned , ſhould always ſtrive to bring the Contro- 

to a happy iſſue, and compoſure; and not ſeek 

"le Ptetences to widen the breach. And then we might 
ol vin in Praiſing and Glorifying of God ; and be re- 
"Weed again to that bleſſed eſtate they were in, at the 
tt Preaching of the Goſpel, when the Multitude of 4s 4. 32. 
that believed were of one heart, and of one foul ; and * 4% 
"tinned fecfalt in the Apoſttes Doftrine, and Fellows 
vt, and in Breaking of Bread , and in Prayers. Theſe 
= Conſiderations I have now mentioned might be 


ething uſeful to the procurement of ſuch a holy and 
""qxcaly Peace in all Chriſtian Societies throughout the 


"HA if we were but careful never to be byaſſed by 
"dw or Þrrere/t ; if onr greateſt Zeal and Concern 
placed upon the more Weighty and Subſtantial mat- 
"5 of Religion ; if we ſhould ſeriouſly conſider how 
Jrious a $7» it is to Separate from a Church without 
y ſt cauſe ; and if we were difpoſed to Peace, and 
fy fo have our Doubts and Scruples fatisfied ; I 
i» Wo moſt of the Prejudices againſt the Church of Eg 
Jmght be cafily removed ; and we: might all joyn in 
Fame Communion, to the Glory of God, and the 
d Comfort of all good Proteſtants, and the Con- 
tof thoſe that deſign'to ſwallow us up, and have 
— Far hopes of prevailing, but by the help of thoſe 
& b rences; which for that end, they have a long time 
8 ſtudiouſly fomented argongſt us. Let nor our 
4 "IN oy 


- unrea- 


' With what face ſhould we look to ſee our Enemies; 
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unreaſonable Fears and groundleſs Jealouſies' encoungll 
their Attempts with too great a probability of Suecbl - 
It would be a fad addition to our Miſeries; if theGi. 
and Shame of them too might be laid to. our Chiny 
With "ys remorſe ſhouid we refle& upon it; (hal 
the heat of our Paſſion was over) if the Proteſtapt] 

fe{lion ſhould be farther endangered, and the Apents 
Rome get greater' Advantages daily, by thoſe Dif 
Ctions which have been ſecretly* managed by they 
but openly carried on and maintained by our ſely 


only triumphing over us, but mocking and deriding 
for being ſo far impoſed upon by their cunning, as 
be made the immediate inſtruments of our own ru 
But God Almighty, in his wiſe and gracious Providen 
ſo confound all their Devices that tend to the ſubverſs 
of the Truth ; and ſo Unite and Compoſe our Pk 
rences, that hereafter we may have no juſt occaſion 
fear either their Treachery, or their Force. This s 
Petition, I am ſure, in which no good Chriſtian « 
refuſe to joyn ; and if we do heartily deſire this, kt 
do what we can to promote it ; if our Prayer bet 
unſincere and hypocritical , we ſhall make uſe oft 
beſt endeavours to obtain the thing we have pri 
for. And now if our 7104 be thus deſirable and 
ceſlary, what ſhould hinder-but that at laſt we might 
all moſt happily united under the Diſcipline and6 
vernment of the Church of Exg/avd 2 AChurchthut 
already Framed and Conſtituted ; that has the Cout 
nance and Eſtabliſhment of the Laws ; that has k 
Prote&ed by..a Succeſſion of -Wiſe and. Pious' Prinet 
that was Defended unto Neath by our : late 
Sovereign ; that was Reſtored by big Majelly that n 
is, and has been ever ſince fo graciouſly Cheriſhed! 
him, as if the Care of it were a Quality inherent! 
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i; 8 ry tothgCrown. A Church that was Reformed 
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"fyll and ſufficient Authority, upon- mature and- fe- 
-rious' Deliberation ; with a perfect ſubmiſſion to the 
Rule of holy Scripture, and a due regard tothe example 
of. the moſt Primitive times. - A Church that has con- 


_ ' flantly-rejefted all the Errours and Corruptions of Rome ; 
-*that admits of neither their Infallibility, nor Supre- 


macy ;-that allows no Purgatory, nor Indulgences, no 
adoration of Reliques, and Images, no Praying to Saints 
nor Angels ; that does not think that God can be plea- 
{d with idle Pilgrimages, or a forced Celibacy, or any 
{t-number of 4ve's and Pater mofter's, ior other formal 


. Devotions exactly computed: upon'a-ftring 'of Beads, 


and muttered: ovet ii an unknown Tongue ; that does 
not rob the Laity of half the Cofrimumion, nor teach 
them that ſtrange and contradidtious-Dodrine that' the 
Elements are tranfubftantiated into the' real Body and 
Blood--of Chriſtin the Lord's Supper; that does not 
only conſtantly deny theſe, and many more abſurd 
and, erroneous Opinions of'the Papi/ts, but has always 
ſent forth as ſtouti/and:able Champions to oppoſe them, 


' 3s any-the Chriſtan World affords. A Church whoſe Do- 


ine is confeſſed:to be Orthodox by the gerierality of 
our Diſſenting Brethren;and whoſe Diſcipline and Order 
of external Worſhip has 'nothing- in it repugnant to 
any Law of God.;; And what imaginable ground can 
there then be'to guſtifie a Separatzon from ſuch a Church? 
Certainly rhe aſe iof a few'ndifferent things, appointed 
only for Order's fake, -will-not | be enough to do it. 
Theſe are not-Forbidden, and- therefore cannot be Sin- 
ful jn themſelves ; and where God has not Forbidden, 
our Superiours- may Command ; and in all-ſuch caſes 
we are bound to Obey. $19,140 
.* Some indeed there are that will not be fatisfied with 
this. They tell;us, . that it is not ſufficient that a thing 
| | be 
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be not Forbidden, but that it muſt be Commanded, or 
elſe it cannot be uſed in the Worſhip: of God without 
Sin. But if this Opinion be true, I muſt confeſs that 
then it is Unlawful to hold Communion not only with 
ours, but with any Church that is, or ever was in the 
World ; for I do not believe that One can be found 
amongſt them All, that has not required the uſe of 
ſome Indifferent thing that was not Commanded. Our 
Diſſetting Brethren themſelves will allow that - the 
Time and Place of Religious Aſſemblies may be pre- 
ſcribed by Authority. And if theſe neceſſary Cireum- 
{tances may be thus Determined, though they be not 
Commanded by God z then it will be as Lawful to pre. 
{ſcribe what particular Geſtures and Habits ſhall be there 
uſed. - For theſe are things of the ſame Nature ; Cir- 
cumſtances as neceſlary as Time and Place; and if we 
have- any reſpe& to the Decent and Reverent - perfor- 
mance of the Service of God, they may' be as neceſfary 
to be determined too. However it muſt be acknow- 
ledged that ſome things: that are not Commanded ma 
be Lawfully Enjoyned: and Submitted-to'; and if fome, 
then all'that,are of the ſame'Indifterent- nature ; | utt- 
leſs there can *be ſome ſufficient reaſon aſſigned why 
ſome ſhould. be excepted, and ſome not ; which will be 
very difficult where the Nature of the things is the 
ſame. And in our preſent. caſe, . it will be hard in- the 
general to' conceive how: the Command" of a Lawful 
Power ſhould make that Unlawful which was not For- 
&idden, and by conſequence was Lawful before. 

But if it ſhould be {till infiſted on, that nothing'muſt 
be Commanded that God has not Commanded ; they that 
are. of this Per{waſion, ſhould be very pertain that they 
have clear proof out of the Scriptures; for it before they 
undertake to; Forbid that which God:has not Forbidden ; 
or elſe they ſtand condemned by their own Principle. 


Now 
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Now the Arguments they bring for this out of the 
New Teſtament are very few : And thoſe very obſcure, - 
and no way applicable to the matter in hand, without 
being mightily ſtrained : Thoſe out of the Old Teſta- 
ment are not many ; that which has been chiefly urged, 
and ſeems indeed the moſt pertinent and material, is 
this : The whole Levitical Service was particularly 
preſcribed by God himfelf, and Meſes was ſrictly 
charged to make the Tabernacle and all the Utenſils that 


belonged unto it, After the patters that was ſhewed him Ex04. 25. 46. 
im the Mount. And Moſes verily was faithful in all his Heb. 3. 5,6. 


Hauſe as a Servant ; and ſo is Chriſt as a Son over his 
own Houſe ; that is, the Church : Therefore as Moſes 
laid down all the particular Rules to be obſerved in the 
Worſhip of God, under the Legal Difpenſation, ſo has 
Chriſt under the Evangelical ; and it is as dangerous to 
add, as it is to detratt from theſe written Rules; we 
may no more do what is not Commanded, then what is 
Forbidden. This I take to be the main Argument that 
s brought againſt us in the preſent Controverſie ; and 
f this can be Anſwered, all the reſt will be but of little 
Force. | 
Therefore to give what fatisfa&tion I can tothis, I ſay 
firſt, that throughout the whole Epiſtle to the F7ebrews, 
where Moſes and Chrj/t, or the Law and the Goſpel are 
compared, the ſcope of the Apoſtle is to ſhew the exact 
Correſpondence. there: was betwixt the Type and the 
Antitype ; and not that our Saviour had as particularly 
preſcribed the Order of external Worſhip, as Moſes by 
Gods appointment had done. For it is certain he did 
not; to give but one inſtance of very many : The man- 
ter of Celebrating the Paſſeover , how it ſhould be 
Killed, and how it ſhould be Eaten, is ſet down! with 
wery minute Circumſtance : But the Inſtitution of the 
Supper of our Lord is not fo delivered unto us ; = 
ave 
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have only a ſhort Narative, with a general Command 


Luk.22.19- ſuperadded ; Do this in remembrance of me. And when 
1 Cor. 11.23, St, Paul repeats it again, he does it without any mens: 


24, 25 


Heb. 13. 17. 


tion of the Poſture of Receiving. The Goſpel which 
teaches us a more Spiritual way of Serving God, is not' 
ſo particular in the Circumſtantials of Worſhip as the 
Law was; and we muſt not affirm that it is, becauſe 
we would have it fo. We cannot prove that Chriſt 


has actually done this, becauſe we imagine thar he ſhould 


have done it. It would be better argued if we ſhould 
ſay, The Goſpel has not expreſsly determined theſe. 
things, as the Law did ; therefore they are left to the 
prudent determination of thoſe that rave the Rule over 
us, to whom we are Commanded to be Obedient, ind 
ſubmit our ſelves ; that the Epiſcopal Power may be 
£quiyalent to the Sacerdotal ; and the Service of God as 
regularly Adminiſtred in. the Church, as it was in the 
Temple. | | 

Beſides it was not a fin, even under the Law, to or-. 
dain and obſerve ſome things, relating to the Worſhip 
of God, that were not written. And theſe could not 
be eſteemed additions to the Word, if they were not 
impoſed 'as Divine Precepts, but as Prudent Conſtitu- 
tions, appointed only for the more Orderly manage- 
ment of the external Offices of Religion. But that any 


thing ſhould be Unlawful meerly becauſe-it is not Com - 


manded, is a Doctrine, I think, that was never'theard 
of among Jews or Chriſtians, till very lately. - God had 
Commanded the ſetting up of a Tabernacle', and moſt 
punIually deſcribed how it ſhould be made : We have 
been told that there was not to: be one: Pin about it, 
for which there was not ſome ſpecial Dire&ion. And 


See 2 Sam. 17. (God never ſpake a word concerning building of an Houſe ; 
3 Chron, 17. yet this notwithſtanding, David', without any Com- 


mand, had it in his thoughts to build one ; and Nath 


"» 
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n his private Judgment approved of the deſign ; and 
God Kiel Toh he ſuſpended the erp: . of it 
for-ſome time,” commended him for it, and rewarded 


by confirming the ſettlement of 

the Crown in his Family. Which is proof enough that 
thing then that was not Commanded., was not 
therefore Sinful. The antient Church of the Jews were 


Yo fully fatisfied in this, that they made no Scruple of 


edering divers _ for which they could not find a 
(mand. The Feaſt of the Dedication is a known and 
xpnant inſtance ; it was of modern and humane Inſti- 


t.: Some things they a little altered, and added others, 
tthe Paſſeover ; as their eating of it not Standing, but 
itting, or Lying at the Table ; and their Singing a 
Rſchal Hyman after it ; which with ſome other Tie 
Vages, were obſerved by our bleſſed Lord, and his 
Diſaples ; and it can be no leſs than Blaſphemy then 
b conceive, that there could be any thing that was 
lful in them. The whole matter may be concluded 
thus :-If it were not Sinful under the Law ; where the _ 
aternal Form of Divine Worſhip was particularly, ſpe- 
ahed, to admit of certain Uſages that were not Com- 
ded, then much leſs is it Sinful to do ſo now under 
tte Goſpel, where the external Form is not ſo ſpecified ; 
vere we have little more than ſuch general Rules as 
lieſe, to be reſpeCtively c,! am by Superiors and Infe- 
nors: Let all things be do 


\ there 1s uo tranſgreſſion. 

Thave been ſomething the longer in conſidering this 

Wwpument, becauſe the whole debate muſt iſſue here ; 
uch way. ſoever this be decided, the Controverlie is 
a end. If our Church require any thing of us'that- 

ba | D i5 


ks-pious Intentions, with a promiſe of. building him 2 Chron.6. 8. 
-- 7 kind of Houſe, [ . 


and yet our Saviour vouchfſafed to be preſent at John 10. 22. 


| ne Decently, and in Order : 1 Cor. 14. 45. 
ey them that have the Rule over you : Where no Law Heb. 13. 17. 
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is Unlawful, we are bound to Separate from her; i 
ſhe do not, we are ſtrKtly ingaged to Commujicge 
with her. They therefpre that Divide, ſhould firſt ſhey 
that ſhe injoyns ſomething Unlawful. But that new 
was, and I verily believe never can be made 

For we are told, in the Perſon of St. Paul, that 41 
things are Lanful ; which muſt of neceſſity be unde, 
ſtood of things that are not Forbidden : And then {me 
it cannot be charged upon our Chureh, that ſhe Can 
mands any thing that is Forbidd2; ; it mult be 
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that ſhe Commands nothing, bit what the Apoſtle wi. 


declared to. be Lawful. Wl; Beaton then canbegy 


tended, why we ſhould reg 4 car her very Bowebtiſr 


Why ſhould we run fo headily into oppoſite Parties a 


Faftions ? Why ſhoul.! we hazard the Proteſtant Cuieliin 
upon a number of little diſunited 191.1cpendent Interes 
that are as much at Difference 01e with another, «lh 


they all are with us ? What ſhould make us ſotimory 


in this, when we are fo daring in ſome- other calailil; 
Why ſhould we be afraid to joyn in Communion wit 


2 Reformed Church , whoſe Doctrine is Orthoday, 
whoſe Rites are Innocent, whoſe Government is: 


ſtolical > A man would wonder truly what could q 


pleaded in defence of a Separation, when none of the 


can be juſtly accuſed. And yet there are certain ObWy 


jetions brought againſt us, which thoſe that withdr 


would fain perſwade us to think ſufficient to juſtifiethex % 


Denon To ſome of the chief of theſe I Thall nt 
endeavour to give what fatisfation I can. 4 


Our Diſſenting Brethren therefore are wont to pleadiiſhi 


That there is a Liturgy, or Set Form of Publick Wor 
ſhip preſcribed; That there are certain Ceremonies 


Joined ; That the ufe of theſe Controverted things gYſſhn 


great Scandal to the weak ; That they cannot Sal 
Join in our mix Communion; That they leave our Al 


$j1'; 
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i blies for the fake of greater Edification, which they can 
& Bind elſewhere : And for theſe Reaſons they think they 
« ce neceſſitated to depart from ours, and ſet up Chur- 
« fl ches to themſelves, according to the beſt Models that 
TN crery-one is able to draw. This is certainly a v 
WE aogerous adventure ; and can never be juſtified by ſuch 
0 ts, as are produced ; which might be all eaſily 
hy upon the general Principle I have already men- 
noged ; That none of the things againſt which the ex- 
tions are made are Unlawtul ; and therefore they 
wnot' make our Communion Unlawful ; and if that be 
Unlawful, it muſt be Unlawful to divide from it. 
This might be Reply enough to the moſt, if not all the 
etions that are, or can be brought. But becauſe it 

be thought more fat:sfattory by ſome, I ſhall give 
particular, though very ſhort Anſwer to thoſe I have 
wpropoled. 

The Firſt and Great thing that is objected againſt 
vr Church, is preſcribing a Lzturgy, or Set Form of 
ers to be conitantly uſed in Publick Worſhip. This 
that which has raiſed a great many Clamours ; Peo- 
$ minds have been extremely incenſed and exaſpera- 
x epainſt it ; it has been cryed out upon as 7do/atrous, 
Wb, Super/titious, and I know not how many hard 

res it has been called. But I am glad to find the 
MESmper of our Difſenting Brethren altered ſo much for 
lc better ; We do not now ſo often hear thoſe bitter 
WEdamations of Rome and Babylon, Baal and Dagon : 
"Wi Common Prayer is not eſteemed ſuch an abominable 
"as, 25 ſome ignorant and heady Zealots were wont 
NB count it. Among thoſe that have but too openly 
 E-SPaured the Separation the more conſiderable part, both 
"Þ Number and Sobriety, do not only allow that a 
"ys Lawful, but will freely acknowledge that ours 
”F-; and therefore they will admit of Occaſional ; _ 
t D 2 
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if ſo, I cannot ſee what can withhold them: frpm 464 
and conſtant Communion with us. Certainly that whis 
is Lawful once or twice, muſt be Lawful always, Hoy 
ever we may take ſome delight to ſee the old Heatgin 
any meaſure abated, and that the leaſt advan 
made towards Peace. God grant that this Concſy 
may prove a ſtep to a happy and. perfect Reconci 
ment. And ſo I hope it may ; for our Brethren 
not be any longer offended with thoſe. Forms in whit 
they do ſometimes -join themſelves. Nay thoſetiy 
have not yet proceeded fo far, but are ſtill aſraid'6f 
iog Defiled in our way of Worſhip, cannot have any 
lour to Condemn it for being a Form. The Jews þ 
Forms in their Publick Aſſemblies, which this notyit 
ſtanding were duly frequented by our bleſſed Saviay 
He delivered a Form himſelf, in his Sermon on th 
Mount, and taught the ſame again to his Diſciple # 


'terwards , and Commanded them to ufe it-: Son: 


Forms were received very early among the Antie 
Chriſtians ; who have been followed in this by all th 
Proteſtant Churches ; but the Lawfulneſs of them uy 
never called in queſtion heretofore : For how could; 
ſince they are no where Forbidden ? Or if a Comnn 
be thought requiſite to make them Lawful , the oth 
way is no more Commanded than this ; and therein 
upon that Principle they muſt be both equally Lay! 
or Unlawful : So that if any Prayer be Lawful, a Fi 
muſt be confeſſed to be fo. The Arguments in ti 
caſe are ſo Convincing, that there are few now butt 
will readily agree that a Form may be Lawful init 
but then they think it ought not to be Impoſed, i 
cauſe of ſome Inconveniencies which they conceive of 
attend it. And they are principally theſe Two; i 
One, that there may be ſome particular Emergenag 
which cannot be provided for by a Set Form. : 
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.other,” that it is in | hinderance'to the Spirit of Prayer: 
The firſt of theſe has very little difficulty'in it. The 
ordinary wants and neceſſities of Chriſtians are always 
-the ſame, and we may Petition to have them ſupplied 
4in'the fame Words ; and for other- things, it 'may ge- 
inerally be foreſeen that they'may happen ſometimes ; 
and ſarable Forms may be compoſed"ta be uſed upon 
ſuch Occaſions : Where theſe cannot be fitly applied, 
peculiar Offices may be fet forth; as-has teen uſual in 
duch cafes : Where the exigency is great,” and will not 
admit of ſo much delay as 1s neceſſary for that, the Mi- 
niſter is at: Liberty to uſe his own Coneceptions. But 
this cannot be urged for the Excluſion of' a Liturgy. 
It were very unreaſonable to deprive the Church of 
known and approved Forms, and leave her to the mercy 
of extemporary , Effuſions. only ; for the fake of a few 
Contingencies, which may happen' but very rarely, if 
at all, 1na whole Age. '& 7 

The other thing that is alledged would be more con- 
ſiderable, if it were really true, That Forms did indeed 
hinder the Spirit of Prayer. But this they do not : For 
1t is a groſs and . carnal Miſtake to imagine that the 
Spirit of Prayer can conſiſt in a readineſs of Expreſſion, 
and a natural or acquired volubility of Tongue ; Arts 
and Accompliſhments whereof many Wicked men have 
been great Maſters ; and wherein as many Good ones 
may be very deficient. The Spirit of Prayer muſt be 
acknowledged to be nothing elſe but an inward good 
and pious Diſpoſition of the Soul , wrought'in us by 
the Grace of God; an unfeigned Humility and Abhor- 
rence of our ſelves, when we confeſs our Sins,” and beg 


8 for Pardon ; an affectionate Senſe of our Wants, when 


we ask- for all things neceſfary, . both for this and the 


l ' Other Life; an holy exultation of Mind,” when weoffer 


-up our *Praiſes and Thanks: for the Bleſſings we- have 


received ; 
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received; a. full Reſignation of our Concerns to God's 
diſpoſal, and a Dependance upon his Promiſes for the 
granting our Requeſts, when we have made our Ad. 
dreſſes unto him, Theſe are the =—_ Indications of the 
true Spirit of Prayer ; and theſe are ſo far from bei 

Hindered, that they may be very much Helped, a 

Advantaged by ai'Form. A man queſtionleſs =_ be 
more ſerioaſly AﬀeCted, in all theſe reſpects, and ay 
Amen more heartily to a Form of ſound Words which 


he hath known, and conſidered before, than he can' 


to ſome uncertain Expreſſions which he never heard, 
nor thought on ; 'and poſſibly may not ſo well under- 
ſtand, nor be fatisfied' in, when he hears them. The 
perplexity and doubtfulneſs of Thoughts, which muſt 
often ariſe, when we would join in Prayers we are un- 
acquainted with, is dire&tly. Oppoſite to that Faith and 
Aſſurance with whieh we ſhould Pray ; and can ſcarce 
be prevented but by a well digeſted and ſtudied Form; 
that may be Weighed, and foberly Aſſented to, by 
thoſe that are required to join in it. 

But ſome think that it inay be manifeſt from Expe- 
rience, that Forms are a hinderance to the very inward 
Spirit of Devotion. They have found their AﬀeCtions 
very cold and flat, at our uſual ſtated Forms of Prayer; 
but when they hear a man Pray without a Form, t 
are mightily raviſhed, and almoſt tranſported ; and this 
difterence of 'Temper they 'obſerve in themſelves has 
prevailed with many , of the more undiſcerning fort 
eſpecially, to forfake our »Communion. But it is ak 
ways very dangerous to judge of things not by our 
Underſtandings, but by the various impulſes and mo- 
tions of our AﬀeCtions. When we have Scripture and 
Reaſon on' our ſide, we cannot be Deceived ; but when 
we Determine, as we are fwayed by the preſent byais 
of our Paſſions; theſe may be Charmed, or Raiſed, or 
Flattened, 
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Flattened,by ſeveral ſorts of 'p!rits ; anFquirkly betray 
usinto Rrong'Deluſions. Therefote If any one flrould be 
tempted;! as ſome have" been,''to'eave the Chntch on 
this Account, that he thinks he may be more afeed 
in another Place ; before he'goes, I would deſire him 
to conſider what it is that does thus Afe# him. : If it 
be the Matter'and 'Subſtance' of the Prayer”: T fuppoſe 
that may be'uſually'the fame; at leaſt as in our 

nary Offices, as it'is in their unpremeditatef Peti- 
tions ; and'ſo it will not be neceſſary to make a Sepa- 
ratios for-this : Tf it -be only the.chiming #nd harmony 
ofthe Words ht 's rakett with /'this is'no more but a 
kind of ſenſitive Debght'; atid to apply the' Prophet's 


Expreſſions here, it 1s but like a very o_ Song Fl one Ezek.33. 32: 
1 


that huth a- pleaſant Voice, and can play well 04 an Inſtru- 
mt ; this will by no' means excuſc our departing from 
the Publick-ARmBlizs'; this would beith' He& to fay, 
that we may make Diviſions in the Church of God, 
to"gratifie our own- private, and it may be miſtaken 
Fancies. But if any one hath left us for a time upon 
this Pretence, and made ſome Trial of both ways, then 
| would defire him ſtrictly to examine his own Con- 
ſence, whether he have not-often been'as Dull and In-* 
different at a Conceived Prayer; as ever he was at the 
&rvice of the Church : And then on the other ſide, 
kt him conſider, whether he do not believe that” very 
many may ' be as ſerious and: devout at the Common 
Prayer, as ever: he was at' any in the other way he is 

d to prefer : And after he has thus inquired, 
f he ſee Reaſon to acknowledge both, as doubtleſs he 
will, ther the Scales will be even at the leaſt; Fxpe- 
rityce- wall ſhew , that men may, be Fervent and Af- 
{&tionate with a Form, and Cold and Inattentive witht- 
att one: And therefore when we are heavy, liſtleſs, 
adunaffeted'/at a Prayer by a Form ; this Defe& can- 
0 no 
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not proceed from .the Manner of the Devotion, but; 
from the Indiſpoſition of the Perſon that uſes it. ; Aqg; 
when we Separate upon this occaſion, we are guilty of: 
a double Iniquity, in Dividing the - Church without: 
ſufficient Cauſe ;, and charging our own Formality upon 
a good and wholeſome Conſtitution. = £1 

My intended brevity will not permit .me to pive 
particular Anſwer to all the Exceptions that have been: 


taken at our Liturgy ; only in the general I fay., 1; 
know nothing in it that can. be pretended to'be Sinful: 
in it ſelf, The moſt that 1s urged are ſome fuppoſed In.- 


conveniences ;.. which if we thould grant .t0 be rel, 
they cannot make our Communion Unlawful; and then, 
as I have often intimated, it muſt be a Sin to Separate 
from it ; and we may not commit a -Sin to decline an 
Inconvenience :, This would be to do evil that good may 
come of it. - They that are willing to, improve every 


Night Exception into a Cauſe of Separation, ſhould be- 


ware of this. . The queſtion is not, - whether there-be 
not any thing in the Order of our Divine Service which 
a man could wiſh to be. altered 2 for that can never be 
expetted under any Conſtitution. The main inquiry 
is this, whether any thing Unlawful be appointed to 
be uſed, which will make an Alteration not- only d& 
ſirable, but neceſlary 2 and whether we are bound to 
withdraw till ſach Alteration be made? Which: has ne- 
ver been proved :. Men generally forbear our Public 
Worſhip, without ever examining into it, upon no 0- 
ther ground but. becauſe they. prefer their own Arbi- 


trary way before ,it. Which I do not admire,; but. 
this is very ſtrange and unreaſonable, that they ſhould: 
take ſuch a diſguſt at our Liturgy, and fly away from: 
it, as if it were. Pep and Antichriſtian,, when they: 
never have ſo much. as read, it ; at leaſt' conſidered it; 
as they. ought. - And here I ſhall take the Confidence. 


to 
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(25) 
toafferm_ that the Lzturgy ſome abhor ſo much, was 

made and reviewed with that Prudence and Modera- 

tion, that Care and CircumſpeCtion, that there is not 

aoy{thing now extant in that kind,thathas been compos'd- 

with greater Wiſdom, and Piety. If we ſhould take 

the: liberty to compare it with the performances in 

the other way ; ( not to mention the many undecent, 

igcoherent,irreverent expreſſions, to ſay no worſe, that . 
might be collected) let any Prayer made occaſionally 

and extempore by the ableſt and moſt cautious of thoſe 

that magnifie that way,and deſpiſe 6urs,be taken exatly 

in writing, and publiſhed to the World ; and I am very 

confident, that one Man, without any great pains, may 

find more things really exceptionable, in that ſingle 

Prayer, in a ſhort time, than the ſeveral Parties of Diſ- 

knters, with all the diligence they have hitherto uſed, 

have been able to diſcover in the whole Service of our 

Church'in more than a hundred years. - And yet ſome 

of our Brethren, that ſeek induſtriouſly for Scruples in 
the Common Prayer, will readily join in other ſudden 
caaceived Prayers, without any Scruple ; when they 

catinot tell but_that there may be ſome dangerous He-- 
refie in every Sentence , and ſome great Indecencies and 
Ablurdities in every Word. This is ſuch partiality, and 
unequal dealing, as cannot be eaſily excugd. 

But if they ſhould allow of the Forms of Prayer in 
our Litur ahere are certain Ceremonies injoyn'd, which 
they think give them occaſion enough to depart from 
our Communion. *A Man that were unacquainted with 
the true State of our caſe, that ſhould ſtand by and 
ohly hear the bitter Cries and InveCtives that have been 
made: againſt Ceremonies, would be ready to imagine 
that ſure our Church was nothing elſe almoſt but Cere- 
wes. But he would be mightily furprized, when upon 
inquiry he ſhould find, that _ Ceremonies o_ 


* 


(26) 
had occaſioned. all this noiſe, ſhould be no more than 
Three; the Surplice, the Croſs after Baptiſm, and Xue. 
ling at the Sacrament. He would be amazed to think 
that theſe ſhould be the things, about which fo ms. 
ny maſly Books had been written ! ſo great diſcord 
and animoſities rais'd ! Such a flouriſhing Church once 
quite deſtroyed, and now moſt miſerably divided, after 
it had been ſo happily reſtored ! And his wonder muſt be 

; increaſed, when he ſhould perceive tht of theſe Three 
there was but One, and no more, in which the People 
were any, way concerned. The Croſs and the-Surplice, 
are to be uſed only by the Miniſter; and if his Con- 
ſcience be ſatisfied, no Mans elſe need to be diſturby 
about them. To #Xneel at the;Lord's Supper all indeed 
are commanded ; but ſuppoſing this to be unlawful, i 
could hinder-us only from-partaking in' that Ordinanc, 
and not. in the reſt, But:of that' farther by and by. 

In the mean time, I do not underſtand but that ſome 
Ceremonies , and particular Determinations of Circun- 
ſtances are abſolutely neceſſary in the Worſhip of God; 
ſince it cannot be performed without them ; they thut 
will have no Ceremonies, can have no external Worſhy, 
This I think will not be denied. But the Ceremonn 
that are appointed in our Church are thought by fon 
to be fignificant, ſuperſtitious, and breaches of our Chr 
ſtian Liberty ; and therefore not to be indured. Thek 
are the great ObjeCtions againſt the few Ceremonir,, 
that are in uſe among us; and theſe I ſhall brieh 
Conſider. | 

Firſt we are told our Ceremonies are fignificant : And 
why may not a /ignificant Ceremony be Lawful? Ar 
not Kneeling, and _ up the Eyes and Handsts 
Heaven /ignifications of the Reverence we owe to'tlt 
Divine Majeſty ? Yes : But Ceremonies that fignify ſome 
thing naturally , may be permitted ; but not tad: 
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that ſgvify by inſtitution. There ſhould be ſome ſolid 
reaſon, or ſome plain Scripture Authority brought, to 
to make this dierence good : And here it is pleaded 
that every ſignificant Ceremony is a Sacrament ; and it is 
downright Popery to make more Sacraments, than God 
has made. This I confeſs were very material, if it 
could be proved. But we acknowledge nothing to be 


an inward and ſpiritual grace, given unto us, ordained by, 
Chriſt himſelf, as a means whereby we receive the ſame, 
and a pledge to aſſure us. thereof. Now if this be a true Defi- 
nition, as.1t isowned by us,and muſt be acknowledged by 
our Diſſenting Brethren that talk ſo much of their ap- 
proving the Doctrine of our Church; then our Ceremonzes 
though they ſhould be never ſo /igrificant, cannot be Sa- 
craments becauſe they want ſo many Neceſlary and Eſſen- 
tial conditions that are required to-make a Sacrameyr. 
They are not of Divine Ordination and Appointment, 
they are of no efficacy to confer any Grace, neither 
aethey any Pledges, and Aſſurances of it. But ſuppoſe 
we ſhould grant every /ignificant Ceremony to be a Sa- 
crament;tor 1t is neither pleaſant nor profitable toquarrel 
about Words : There is but one of the Three Ceremo- 
wes, and that is the Croſs at Baptiſm, that can be pre- 
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be aſhamed --to confeſs the faith of Chriſt crucified, &c. 
But this fig of the Croſs was very anciently, 1t not al- 
ways, uſed at Baptiſm, and upon ſeveral other occaſions, 
by the Primitive Chriſtians, in defiance of all ſorts of 
lafidels, and as we do it, i» Token that they were not 
aſhamed of a crucified Saviour. Our Church in this 
does but follow the example of the pureſt and holieſt 
Profeſſors of the Goſpel that ever were ; and that but 
a2 diſtance too, in doing that but once, which they 
E 2 repeated 
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2 Sacrament, but what is An outward and viſible fign of common 


tended to be fignificant ; and that indeed is made, 7» 1bid. in Pub- 
token that the party newly baptized ſhall not hereafter \ick Bapiilm, 


Toſh, 22, 26. 
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repeated often. And this can ſcaree be called a Sigyip. 
cant Ceremony. It 1s not appointed to Repreſent any 
thing unto us, but only to remind us of a Duty we 
are bound to do. Like the A4/tar that was bui by 
the Children of Reaber, and Gad, and the half Tribe 
of Manaſſeh, Not for burnt-offering, nor for ſacrifice ; but 
that it might be a WitneſS. And if any one ſhould think 
the Surplice were ordered to be worn to denote the in. 
noceacy of Life, that does more eſpecially become thoſe 
that are particularly devoted to the Service of God; it 
is more than our Churcli has declared ; but yet no man 
were to be blamed , that ſhould take occaſion from 
hence, to let his thoughts expatiate into a pious and 
ſeaſonable Meditation, and confider how incongruous 
it would be, to have his inward parts full of fleench 
and corruption, when his outſide was covered with z 
clean white Linnen Garment. The Sum 1s, every fy- 
nificant Ceremony 1s not a Sacrament ; and none of ours 
can be properly ſaid to be fignifcant, repreſenting, fy- 
bolical ; but only Commemorating,or if any man pleaſe to 
call them ſo, Profeſſiing /igns. 

But though they cannot be proved to be Sacraments, 
yet they may be Super/titious, and that is ObjeRtion 
enough againſt them. And I confeſs that they may 
be Sper/titious ; but not in themſelves, for ſo they ar 
perfetly Indifferent ; but according to the Opinion of 
Conceit of thoſe that uſe them, or uſe them not. There 
may be Super/tition in the Obſerving of theſe, and there 
may be as much in the forbearing. Super/tztion is no- 


thing but a groundleſs Fancy attended ſometimes with 


an anxious Fear, and ſometimes with a fond Hope, that 
God is pleaſed or difpleaſed with the bare performance 
or forbearance of what he hath neither Commanded 
nor Forbidden. He therefore that thinks he offends 
God. indoing of that he has. not Forbidden; and he that 
imagines 
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imagines he ſhall pleaſe him, by the obſerving of what 
he has not Commanded, are both in ſome degree, and 
it may be, equally S»per/tit;ous. And then the Super- 
fition that is exerciſed about the Obſervation of theſe 
. | Ceremonies muſt lie on the part of our Diſſenting Bre- 
- | thren, who think they ſhould Sin in keeping them, 
: || though they generally confeſs they are not Forbidden ; 
2nd not on ours, who declare them to- be Indifferent,. 
and no otherwiſe acceptable unto God, but as they are- 
the effects of Obedience to our Superiours, and neceſ- 
ary to the preſervation of Diſcipline and Order in the 


But it 1s farther urged by ſome, that theſe Ceremonies 
ae a Breach of our Chriſtian Liberty. Tneed not enter 
won a Diſcourſe of this ; but as far as it concerns the 
matter in hand,. I fay ; That the being freed from the 
Ceremonial Law is a part, though not the greateſt part 
of Chriſtian Liberty ; but then it is not ſo much our 
bang freed from obſerving it, as from the Neceſſity of 
obſerving it. The Apoſtles and firſt Chriſtians did vo- 
lntarily obſerve it for ſome time upon Prudential Con- 
wderations ; and impoſed ſome things, as the ab/taining atts 5. 2g. 
from blond , and from things ſtrangled ; and yet they 
were Free , becauſe whatever _ did of this Nature, 
they did it not with an Opinion of any Neceſſary obli- 
gation that lay upon them to doit, but upon other Mo- 
wes ; moſt commonly out of candeſcenſion to the 
wakneſs of the Jewiſh Converts. And if ſome Fudai- 
al Rites might not only be obſerved, but impoſed 

{| then ; there can be no reaſon why a few [diffrent 
Ceremonies may not be appointed now, without any 1n- 
trenchment upon the Liberty which Chriſt has pur- 
caſed for us. Such thipgs cannot be an infringment 
efthat, but only when they are ſuppoſed to be either 
Unlawful or Neceſſary by Divine Command. © 
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* 
Kneeling at the Sacrament, which is the Ceremony that 
is wont to be the moſt ſcrupled, is as little liable to 


- the Objettions, that I have now anſwered, as either of 


the other. It would be very uncharitable , and ug. 
juſt to ſay as ſome have done, that it isan Act of Worſhip 
to the outward Elements ; when the Church has de. 
clared this to be /dolatry, to be abhorred of all faithful 
Chriſtians. If it ſhould be ſaid that we ought to receive 
in the ſame poſture, that =_ received at the firſt In. 
ſtitution : We cannot certainly tell what that was : If 
it were that which is moſt probably ConjeRured, it 
is never uſed : it is wholly laid aſide by thoſe that xr 
gue the moſt Zealouſly for it. But ſure if the particule 
Geſture had been fo abſolutely neceſfary, as ſome d 
imagine , there would have been ſome plain, and 
expreſs mention of it ſomewhere in the Scripture ; which 
there is not, as I have noted before. And then it muſt 
be very unwarrantable in thoſe, that Separate from our 
Church, becauſe they will not receive 1n that reverent 
manner, which She has preſcribed. If there had been 
nothing injoyned in this matter, . a Man upon a-ſeriow 
apprehenſion of the infinite mercies of God, through the 
merits and mediation of his bleſſed Saviour,could ſcarce 
have forborn falling upon his Knees, when he came to 
partake of the Sacrament of his moſt precious Body 
and Blood. The commemoration of the Death and 
Paſſion of the Son of God, by which he was Redeemed, 
would ſtrike him almoſt naturally, into the humbleſ 
poſture of Adoration. But if any reverence be granted 
to be due at ſuch a time, I am ſure /izting at the Table 
is a very unfit poſture to expreſs it. Or if any Man 


ſhould like it better than that which is required with 


us ; yet to make this an occaſion of departing from 
our Communion, wquld argue but too little value for 
the peace of the Church. 

But 
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But ſome there are who though they be convinced 
of the Lawfulneſs of all theſe Rites and Uſages, and for 
their own particular could joyn with us well enough ; 

they dare not do it, for fear of giving Scandal and 
Offence to thoſe that are not fatisfied in theſe things. 
This matter of Scandal has been fo vehemently pleaded 
ometimes, as if it were the only thing to be regarded 
in all Church Conſtitutions ; and that they were to 
te immediately diſuſed, whatever Authority injoyned 
them, aſſoon as any ſhould be offended at them. This 
putsall external Order in Chriſtian Aſſemblies into a ve- 
ry tottering condition, ready to be preſently overturned, 
byevery little Scruple, that may chance to ariſe. But 
for anſwer to this we muſt obſerve: That they are the 
Weak , and Tgnorant that take Offence : That their 


doubts and ſcruples are not to be nouriſhed and com- gee Rom. 14; 


mended , but only born with for a time ; That they 


ze bound to take all due Care,and convenient Oppor- cox. s. 


tity of Inſtruftion, that they may be fully ſatisfied ; 
ad that it is in things meerly indifferent, ſuch as Meats 
and Drinks, where we are obliged to any compliance, 
for the avoiding of Scandal, Theſe things thus briefly 
premiſed, let it be conſidered; whether they who eſteem 
themſelves rather more Knowing than others who ſeem 
mwilling to part with their Doubts; and who have 
entertained ſome Prejudices againſt thoſe that would 
nform them better,are tobe treated like weak Brethren ? 
And whether we ought to yield to them, where Au- 
thority has determined the contrary ; unleſs we could 
prove our Obedience as indifferent as the things ſcrupled 
are ſuppoſed to be ? If it ſhould be faid that we ought ; 
yet at leaſt it cannot be ſafely done, till it be made ap- 
pear.that all the weak are of one ſide. For in our preſent 
Gafe, if there ſhould be as many, as doubtleſs there are, 
that would be offended to ſee the manner of our m_ 
c 
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lick Worſhip altered, as there are to ſee it impoſed, 


then though the command. of our Superiors ſhout 
ſignify nothing, we ſhould yet be upon equal terms, & 
the account of ſcandal only ; and as much bound ng 
to ſeparate, as they think they are to /eparate,by their 
own Principle. But in a word, no ſcandal taken at an 
Indifterent thing, can be ſo great as the Sin,and Scandy 
both, of Confakion and Diſorder , and Contempt of 
Authority. | | 
There is another Exception near akin to this : ſome 
have thought they muſt withdraw from us, becauſedf 
our mixt Communions, and that ſome which they j 
unworthy Receivers, are admitted to the Lord's Tablk, 


' This Obje&ion proves nothing but a Supercilious Arro. 


gance,and a great want of Charity in thoſe that make 
it. What care they may take in their new way of 
Diſcipline, I cannot tell ; but our Church has given 
the Miniſter a Power of rejeCting thoſe that are gui 
of any known and ſcandalous Sin. And this 1s as 

as can be done ; the open Sinner may be excluded, but 
the cloſe Hypocrite will eſcape the narroweſt ſearch, 
that humane Induſtry can make. But if any otorims 
evil Livers ſhould be admitted through the ignorance, 
inadvertency ,- or negligence of the Miniſter ; thei 
Unworthinefs cannot defile thoſe that Communicate 
with them. It is generally thought that the Curled 
Traytor Judas did partake of the Holy Supper, when 
it was firſt inſtituted by our Lord. God be praiſed, | 
have not heard, that amongſt us, the abuſes of ths 
Ordinance, did ever ariſe to that Degree that they 
were at among the Corinthians ; When at the ver 
time of receiving, ove was Hungry, and another Drunken: 
and yet the Apoſtle does not Command them to forlake 
the Commuxion of that Church, where theſe ſcandalow 
Enormities were commuted. Every man is c 
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weatagf that Bread, and drink« of that Cup. "And''it 
would be very well, if al men would heafken to this 
holy and pious Admonition ; for he that inquires ſe- 
rouſly into his own Sins, will find great caufe to be 
Huimbleand Penitent, and. ſo may become. a worthy 
Communicant : But he that is curious to pry into the 
miſcarriages of other men,will-be apt to be vain, proud, 
ſlf-conceited, and cenſforious'; which will make fim as 
mfit for the Table of the Lord, as any of thoſe Faults 
which he ſo ſcornfully condemns in his Neighbour, 
that he eſteems hirnfelf; and the Ordinances of God pol- 
lared by his Company. |  * 

/But if none of theſe Pleas, I have mentioned, ſhould 
beſufficient ; many think they may leave our Aſſem- 
blesonly* tor the fake of greater Edifreation, which they 
an find elſewhere.” This T belleve prevails with great 
numbers, of the 'more ignorant- eſpecially; to depart 
from us. And I would to God they might obtain what 
they ſay they depart for ; and that they were indeed 
more Edifed, and did grow: in'Grace, under what Mi- 
niſtery ſoever it be.” 'But' alas *” this: talk of greater F- 
dfcation is\-many* times meer wantonneſs, and inſta- 
bility of humour'; and too often rather in Fancy than 
. Men conceit that they are better Fdifed, not 
when they are. more fully' inſtructed in any weighty 
point” of | Faith ;- er more perfectly nforme# in Gini 
neceſſary Duty ; or' more efficacioufly moved to the 
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more gratified, and pleaſed , at the hearing of a Ser- 
mon, or the like. This is nothing but one ſort of thoſe 
in age Apoſtle ſpeaks of. And they that are 
ed with-this diſeaſe, inſtead of being Edifed, as 
. - farms are commonly the moſt ignorant of all x 
as blamable as any in their erdinary —_ " 

at F I wil 
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practice of What they Know ; but when they are. 


to Bxyahninr himſelf, and not another, before he frefiithe Ver. 23. 
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(34) 
1 with we. had not too many. examples of the truth & 
this, ©. For beſides that, it 15 great odds but 

make an.unyviſe choice in the Teacher they fet up to 
themſelves at laſt; they. likewife provoke Goto, leave 
them to. the vanity of their own Minds, when t 
depend rather on the ſuppoſed abilities of a man, than 
the bleſſed influences of the haly Spirit ; and look mare 
at Paul that plants , and Apollo that waters , then a 
God that gives the increaſe. 

If we have all things neceſſary to the building w 
up. in, our moſt holy Faith, in the Communion ot the 
Church ; it will be but a poor.exculſe; for our Dividing 
from it, that we hoped to be better Edijfed; when we 
had no incouragement at all to hope it; as long as we 
continued in the ſtate of Separation, upon this pretence, 
For it,is the aſing of God alone, and' not any- mais 
Skill in diſpenſing them;.. that can make the Word and 
Ordinancegany way beneficial ufito us. - With the help 
of his Grace, thoſe means of inſtruction which we 
ſometimes undervalue the moſt , maybe profitable to 
our Salvation, : Without it our Ears ,may. be tickled, 
and our Fancies. pkafantly entertained for; the time; 
but we cannot be truly Edifed by the moſt fluent and 
popular Tongue, nor the moſt melting and pathetic 
Expreſſions in the World. 

I have briefly examined the chief Objections that are 
brought againſt the eſtabliſhed Order, and Conſtitution 
of our Church ; and do not find that any, or all of them 
together , are of force enough to move an unprejs 
diced Perſon to forſake her Communion. Tt may not 
be done upon the account of Lzturgy, Ceremonies, 
Scandal , mixt Communion, or out of Af of greater 
Edification. IT might” have eaſily inlarged aca 
PR z but the compaſs of my preſent 

ould not allow it. And I have ſome hopes that 
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andother poiats in difierence,may be handled by others 
to better advantage,” and'to the ſatisfaftion of thoſe 
that\are not yet convinced , and to the happy fettle- 
ment of a laſting Peace and Zion, among all the Mem- 
bers of. this divided Church. God grant that all our 
indeavours may tend this way ; that the Divine 
Goodneſs may-make 'them Succeſsful. If theſe Papers 
hould chance to fall into the hands of any one of thoſe 
that have Separated from us, I would intreat him not 
to be ed at them ; butto look upon the Author, 
#2 well-meaning Man, that was willing to throw a 
little Water -upon the common flame , that is like to 
anſumeaus. They were not written,] am ſure with any 
bitterneſs of Mind, or Expreſſion ; but out of meer pit- 
ty to ſee a 'poor,, lamentab!>, diſtreſſed Church , lan- 
ewſhing _ and ready to periſh by deſperate Wounds, 
and Convulfions within her own Bowells.' 'Such fad 
a Melancholy thoughts as theſe apprehenſions muſt 
needs occaſion , could ſcarce be vented in angry and 
provoking: Language. But ſome are fo tender of the 
Opinions they have taken up, that whether true or 
falſe; they cannot indure tokave them touched: They 
are impatient of the calmeſt Oppoſition®; and when 
you offer any thing to perſwade them, though it ſhould 
be to brotherly Love and Peace among Chriſtians , 
they ſuſpe&t you for an Enemy , and think that you 
ome to ſet traps in their way to inſnare their Con- 
fences. But I hope this ſhort Diſcourſe will not be 
ncountered by any ſuch Prejudice ; but that it may be 
peruſed , with the ſame Impartiality that it was writ- 
en, 

'On this preſumption, I ſhall be bold to exhort all 
thoſe that now Diſlent', to a Bfotherly 2njor ; upon 
ſich motives and arguments , as the Goſpel ſuggeſts, 
ad make for the Credit and Safety of the Proteſtant 
F 2 Religion, 
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Religion. / It will be readily acknowledged by everyſ, 
ber and intelligent mat; «that Pegee,” and | Amity, 'ang 
a good Correſpondence: bet wixt the ſeveral Members 
which they conſiſt, is the only Beauty, Strength, an 
Security of all Societies ; and on the contrary, that thp 
nouriſhing of Animoſities, and running into oppoſite 
Parties and Fattions, does mightily: weaken, and by 
degrees almoſt unavoidably draw on-the Ruin and Dil, 
ſolution of any Community, whether Civil or Sacred 
Concord and Union theretore will be as neceſſary fe 
the Preſervation of the Church, as of the State, | 
has been known by too ſad an Experience, as well in 
ours as. other Ages, what a pernicious Influence thein 
teſtine Broils. and Quarrels among: Chriſtians (hay 
had. They have been the great ſtumbling Block tx 
Jews, Turks, and Heathens ; and the main hinderance 
of their Converſion ; they have made ſome among our 
ſelves. to beeome Doubttul and Sceptical in their Rel 
gion ; they have led others into many dangerous Er 
rours, that ſhake the very Foundations of our Faith; 
and ſome they have tempted to caſt off the Natur 
ſenſe they had of the Deity, and imboldened tou 
open and profeſſed Atheiſm.. 

Theſe are ſome of the moſt uſual Fruits, which the 
unhappy Differences in the Church are wont to pro 
duce ; over and above the particular Unkindneſles and 
uncharitable Feuds, which they commonly beget + 
mong Chriſtians of the ſame Perfwaſion, as to all ſub 
ſtantial and weighty matters. of Belief. And it were 1 
thing very deſirable in all reſpeC&ts, that theſe at leaſt 
ſhould be all firmly United in the ſame holy Commy 
aion.' They that have the ſame Articles of Faith, and 
hope to meet in- the fame Heaven, through the Merit 
of the ſame Lord, ſhould not be afraid to come into the 
_ Game Aſſemblies, and join ſeriouſly in ſending, po 
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ame Prayers, and participating of the ſame Sacraments. 
Beſides, the many ſtrict Precepts and other ilrong Ob- 


that he might gather together in One, the Children-of God 
that were ſcattered abroad. And ſhould we not then con- 
tadidt this end of his Death,. it we-ſhould ſet thoſe at 
Strife and Variance which he intended to Z/nite 2 Nay, 
jight we not be ſaid, in ſome ſort, to Crucifie the Son 
of God" afreſh ; 1f we ſhould Mangle and Divide any 
und and healthful part -of that Body of which he 
owss himſelf to be the Head ? If indeed our Church 
dd require us to make profeſſion of any falſe and erro- 
nous Opinions ; if in the external Order and Worſhip 
we were injoined to do any thing contrary to any D1- 
vine Command ; we were bound in ſuch Inſtances to 
withdraw from her : But if her Doctrine be highly ap- 
proved byy moſt of our Diſſenting Brethren; and her Dif- 
pline and Service ſuch, as is not any way inconſiſtent 
with any Law of God ; then we are indiſpenſably in- 
to join» in Communion with her. For, as has. 
been intimated {ſeveral times., and it cannot be in- 
culated too often, Nothing but the Unlawfulneſs of 
Communicating can make a Separation Lawtul, 

But if it be reſolved that the Church of Emg/and muſt 
te forſaken, notwithſtanding that neither her Do- 
frine nor Diſcipline can be- juſtly condemned ; it 
would yet be convenient to- bethink our ſelves, what 
might be the moſt adviſable to be done after we had 
kft it. Whether we ſhould ſet up another way of Ad- 
miniſtration in the room of it : Or whether every one 
hould have the Liberty of following that which he 
kncied the beſt. If we are for the ſetting up another 
way ; it muſt be either Presbytery, or Independency : 
for if there ſhould be any other new Forms of Govern- 
Rent, they are not yet of Reputation. enough to be put 

in: 
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in Competition with theſe two great Pretenders toh; 
vine Right. And Presbytery, which had once the faing 
hopes of eſtabliſhing it ſelf, is now grown weak anda, 
conſiderable in compariſon of what it was ; and 
few which would ſtill be thought of that Perſwaſion, we 
manifeſtly departed from their own Principles, and gg 
fain to ſupport themſelves by Gathered Aſſemblig, 
which they were not wont to allow. Indepey 
therefore ſeems at this time to be the prevailing way, 
but their manner of Gathering Members, and Aſſoc, 
ting themſelves into particular Congregations , they 
holy Band, ſpecial Agreement, or Covenant, which. 
make eſſential to the Conſtituting of a Church, «« 
things which have not the leaſt foundation in the hoh 
Scriptures. ; neither were they ever Countenanced by 
the practice of any Orthodox Chriſtians in former Age, 
But put the caſe we ſhould admit of either of thek 
Forms of Diſcipline and Government, we ſhould be s 
far, if not farther from being Znited than we are now, 
For they have both been known to Have been veryr; 
gorous [mpoſers, wherever they have had the'Power 
of Commanding. ; and as they have ſometimes been 
ſo they -would ſoon again become more odious to the 
- ſeveral Subdiviſions of Diſſenters than Epiſcopacy it {ell 
And this being a thing ſo eaſily foreſeen, we are net 
now urged with the neceſſity of ſetting up either 
theſe. The great expedient that has been propoſed of 
late, is to indulge a Liberty of chooſing what Church, 
and what way of Worſhip any man pleaſes ; that is 
to grant a publick 7oleration of divers Religions. But 
this, though it might gratifie the preſent humor of ſome 
part of the Nation, and ſerve ſome mens Occaſions be 
ter than any Eſtabliſhment, would be quickly diſliked 
by moſt of thoſe that now contend ſo Zealouſly for it. 


For there muſt needs be a conſtant Emulation and " 
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betwixt the ſeveral 7olerated Parties, which would 

me a continual Diſturbance ;- and as foon as any of 
them began to grow Numerous and Powerful, and had 
ay Hopes of ſucceeding, they would preſently ima- 
me it very neceſſary to impoſe their own Diſcipline 
all the reſt ; and this probably might ſoon put an 
«nd tothe ſo much deſired and magnified way of 7ole- 
tim. Or if we could ſuppoſe them contented ta al- 
bw the fame Freedom to others which they injoyed 
themſelves, yet it could not poſſibly be avoided, but 
tut this Indulgence muſt ſtrangely multiply our Divi- 
ſons; while fome Members of their Separate Chur- 
ts would take Offence, and withdraw , and make 
doice of a new Paſtor,. and incorporate themſelves in- 
wanother new Church, and that after a while, upon 
the like Pretences, might be ſplit into another , and 
mother, and fo on without any ſtop. And then this 
yould certainly ſet open the Gate to a Flood of Here- 
ſes, and fuch monſtrous and — Opinions, as 
muſt be confeſſed, by the moſt prejudiced Diſſenter, to 
te of far more dangerous conſequence to the cauſe of 
on than that ſober and pious Lziturgy, and thoſe 

ky indiflerent Rites which are now injoined. This 
theexperience of the Late Times found to be true. The 
Church of England was no ſooner overthrown , but 
ſome of thoſe that had been the moſt forward and bu- 
fe to pull her down, when they ſaw how ſuddenly the 
ſyarms of other SeCtarics increaſed upon them, were 
farced to acknowledge that the Conſtitution which they 
hd deſtroyed, was a great check and reſtraint to thoſe 
Errors, which grew Bold and Licencious under the Liber- 
they had procured. The Biſhops then, who juſt be- 
had been the common Theme of Popular Obloquy, 
tad ome good Words unwillingly dropt upon them,and 
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retical, and many times Blaſphemous DoCtrines; 
allowed ſome juſt Commendation. That Governmen 
which they had traduced and rendered as odious 4 
was poſlible, by all the arts of Defamation that coul 
be uſed, was found upon Trial to be far more 6. 
{irable, by ſome of its greateſt Enemies, than that 4, 
narchy and Confuſion they had contended for with þ 
much Violence. 2p 

But if we cannot be made ſufficiently Apprehenſye 
of the diſmal Effects, that will almoſt Naturally folly 
upon a Publick 7oleration ; yet methinks we ſhoul 
now be a little Suſpitious of it, ſince we know tt. isth 
main Engine the Papi/ts have been working with the 
many years. If there be no, Remedy but that o 
Church muſt fall, let us not throw it down our ſelyg, 
by methods of their Preſcribing ; let us not att asifyr 
were proſecuting the Deſigns of the Conclave ; and 
proceed juſt as it we were governed by the Decrees 
the pretended Infallible Chair. We may be aſhamed 
look ſo like Tools in the hands of the Feſuits ; whe 
we ſuffer our ſelves to be'guided by thoſe meaſurs 
which they had taken, -and talk and do as they woul 
have us; as if we were immediately inſpired from Rom. 
For we cannot be ignorant that 7oleration has been: 
Device of theirs ; and it would not be any part of ou 
Wiſdom to grow unreaſonably fond. of the Invention 
of our Enemies ; and think to ſtrengthen the Protefat 
Intereſt by thoſe very means which-their Subtilty and 
Malice had contrived to deſtroy it. 

But if this Conſideration ſhould be laid aſide ; Whit 
need can there be otherwiſe, that we ſhould defire to 
be Indulged in our departure from a Church, when we 
may Communicate with a fate Conſcience ?. As we ma 
certainly doin ours; whoſe greateſt Adverſaries havendt 
been able, after the moſt curious Search they a” 
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vi make, to find out one thing in the whole Conſtitution 
ny which they could poſitively affirm to be Forbidden ; 
VF andrtill that can be made —_ we muſt ſtill fay that 
Il it cannot be Unlawful. If the Inpoftien of ſome In- 
| different things be thought a ſufficient ground for a 
i Separation; ( as it is now generally urged, ſince the 
proof of their Unlawfulneſs is deſpaired of ) then we 
muſt have Separated from the Apoſtolical Churches, 
who had ſome fuch Uſages, as the Holy Kiſs, and 0- 
thers, whoſe Indifterency 1s acknowledged by their bein 
wholly diſuſed : We muſt have Separated from the firl 
Churches that ſucceeded them, which had all ſome In- 
different things injoined : We muſt Separate at this 
: time from all the Reformed Churches in the World ; 
"WM for there is none of theſe which does not require the 
- uſe of ſuch things, as we ſhould judge cauſe enough to 
| <part from them : Nay, when we have once Separa- 
In ted from the Church of Exg/and upon this account, we 
her muſt then Separate from one another, and every man 
| muſt be a Church by himſelf ; for it is impoffible that 
ay} fy Society, whether meerly Humane, or Chriſtian 
ſhould ſubſiſt , without the orderly determination of 
ſome Indifferent things. And ſure we can never hope 
to maintain our Separation upon ſuch a Principle, as 
would not only part us from all the Churches that are, 
far} © fer were, and tear Chriſtendom into ten thouſand 
- an} Peces ; but ſcarce leaves us ſo much as the Notion of 
| : Church, and makes Chriſtian Communion abſolutely 
Whit mpracticable. Let us not give thoſe of Rome the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing that Church which has always oppoſed 
ny em with the greateſt Vigor , and been the conſtant 
maj mark of their Envy, quite Ruined, or extreamly Weak- 
ned, by a pernicious Miſtake, that would Divide and 
Divide us again, and again, and never make any end of 
Dividing, Let us ſhew at leaſt that we are well _ 
G ne 
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ned unto- Peace; by coming as'far as we can';” and if 
there ſhould be any thing that we may poſſibly ſuſpe& 
to be Unlawful, let not this hinder us trom joining in 
thoſe other holy Offices, in which we have not any 
pretence of a Doubt. Let not our groundleſs Scrupling 
at a Ceremony, or two, fright us from the whole 
Worſhip of God, againſt which, we: have not any Ex 
ceptions. , 

And for thoſe that eſteem» our Communtorr in all 
particulars utterly Unlawful,which I ſuppoſe are but very. 
tew, and I know they have but very flight Arguments 
for the ſevere Judgment they paſs upon us ; if they 
will meet, let them do it in the moſt private manner 
that they can, without any vain Oftentation of their- 
Numbers, which cannot be any Satisfaction to their 
Conſciences, but may make their Adherents over for- 
ward and bold, and tend to the: creating of Jealouſies 
in the Government. And while they are upon theſe 
rerms, they cannot reaſonably expet any Connivance: 
They might ſooner hope for it from his Majeſties wor 
ted and often experienced Clemency ; when they ſhall 
make it appear that their Diſſent is modeſt and humble, 
and ſuch as has no other but a Religious Deſign in it: 
Than when they afſume a high degree of Confidence, 
and think to extort Indulgencies by Clamors and Diſcor- 
tents, and reſolve to Aſſemble openly in Oppoſition to 
a Royal Command; as if it were a piece of Chriſtian 
Fortitude to outbrave Authority. Theſe are but il 
Methods of courting the Favour of a Prince. But [ 
hope for the future we ſhall all, upon all Occaſions, 
behave our ſelves as becomes good Subjedts, and ſober 
Chriſtians, and make no Diſturbances. neither on a Ci- 
vil nor Eccleſiaſtical account. 

Let it Pity us at laſt to ſee the Ghaſtly Wounds 
that are ſtill renewed by the continuance of our = 
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ſons. Let us have ſome Compaſſion or a: Bleeding, 
(urch that is ready to Faint, and in eminent Danger 
« being. made a prey to her Enemies, by the unnatural 
Hats and Animoſittes of thoſe that ſhould Support and. 
Irfend her. Why ſhould we leave her thus Deſolate 
nd Forlorn, when her preſent Exigencies require our 
moſt Cordial Aſſiſtance ? If the condition of her Com- 

qunion» were ſuch as God's Laws did not allow, we 
night forſake her that had forſaken him. But ſince 
bs annot be Objetted againſt her ; ſince ſhe exatts: 
p forbidden thing of us, Let us ſtrengthen her. Hands 
4 our unanimous Agreement ; and fince we do not 
ndemn her Doctrine, let us not Deſpiſe her Wore 
&p; ſince the Subſtantials of Religion are the ſame, 

k not the Circumſtances of external Order and Diſci- 

jine be any longer an Occaſion of Difference amongſt 

s And fo ſhall we bring Glory to God, a happy 

ace to a Divided Church, a conſiderable Security to 

tie Proteſtant Religion, and probably Deteat the ſubtle 
Iaitices of Rome, which now ſtands gaping after All ; 
ad hopes by our Diſtra&tions to repair the loſſes ſhe 
ts ſuffered by the Reformation. May the Wiſdom of 
Heaven make all: Wicked Purpoſes unſucceſsful ; and 
the bleſſed Spirit of Love heal all our Breaches, and 
jroſper the Charitable Endeavours of thoſe that follow 
tr PEACE. Amen. 


